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 A new commission will bring the bright lights, shimmering costumes, and altered states of the disco 
into Plymouth Arts Centre this winter. Artist Megan Broadmeadow’s solo exhibition Astro Raggi will 
illuminate the galleries as she takes us inside the mind and machines of Pasquale Quadri, the Italian 
inventor who revolutionized the world of disco lighting from his mother’s kitchen table. 
 
Welsh artist Megan Broadmeadow lives and works in Bristol. Her immersive installations and 
sculptural work include combinations of videos, lights and illusions. A graduate of The Slade and 
Goldsmiths College, she was awarded the 2015-16 Mark Tanner Sculpture Award. 
 
In this show, Broadmeadow’s installation of sculptural and video works is inspired by disco lights 
such as the Astro Raggi, which was one of the first to synchronise to rhythms with its extravagant 
multi-coloured beams, bringing a new kind of drama to dancefloors across the world. Astro Raggi 
explores the relationship between one man and his lights. A quiet man, Pasquale took his knowledge 
of lenses from working as a cinema projectionist and combined it with an aptitude for mechanical 
movement. It is recorded that during the early years his mother would sit in the family kitchen and 
help by sticking mirrors onto the lights. 
 
Plymouth Arts Centre’s Artistic Director, Ben Borthwick, says,  
 
‘In the two years since we commissioned Megan Broadmeadow's exhibition, her practice and profile 
have rapidly developed through a number of other projects. This kind of long engagement with an 
artist's practice is central to Plymouth Arts Centre's ethos, allowing ideas to develop in unexpected 
directions.  
 
Astro Raggi will be Broadmeadow’s first exhibition in a public institution and continues her 
rumination on the morphing of bodies and technology, minds and myth through bright colours, 
heavy basslines and chimeric costumes.’ 
 
Astro Raggi is the final show in Plymouth Arts Centre's 2016 exhibition programme, which is 
dedicated to female artists and curators. It launched with the group exhibition The First Humans 
curated by Angela Kingston and has included solo exhibitions by Cardiff-based Kelly Best and 
artist/poet Heather Phillipson. Following Katya Sander’s Publicness the year-long programme closes 
with this new commission by Megan Broadmeadow. 
 
The preview of Astro Raggi will be on Thursday 10 November, 6–8pm (preceded by the exhibition 
launch of Claire Hooper’s solo exhibition in The Gallery at Plymouth College of Art, 5–6.30pm). 
 
Megan Broadmeadow will give a talk at Plymouth College of Art on Wednesday 23 November, 5.30–
6.30pm (free). This talk has been programmed in partnership with The Gallery at Plymouth College 
of Art’s Moving Image Season. 

 
Astro Raggi has been supported by The Elephant Trust. 
 
Ends 
20/10/2016 



 
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
For further media information, interviews and images, please contact Charlotte McGuinness, 
Marketing Manager at Plymouth Arts Centre on charlotte@plymouthartscentre.org 
 
Megan Broadmeadow (b.1978) is a Welsh artist who lives and works in Bristol. She creates 
immersive installations and sculptural work which include combinations of soundscapes, videos, 
lights and illusions. She was the holder of the Mark Tanner Sculpture Award from 2015 -16. Recent 
solo shows have been at Standpoint gallery in London and Cardiff Contemporary.  
 
www.meganbroadmeadow.com 

 
Plymouth Arts Centre is a nationally-renowned centre for contemporary art, independent cinema 
and creative learning. It offers a dynamic arts programme from its historic building near both the city 
centre and Barbican waterfront, and has been occupying a key place in the cultural life of the city 
since it was founded in 1947.  
 
Plymouth Arts Centre, 38 Looe Street, Plymouth, PL4 0EB | 01752 206114 
www.plymouthartscentre.org | @PlymArtsCentre 
 
Plymouth Arts Centre is open Tuesday – Saturday, 1pm – 8.30pm. 
  
The galleries are free to visit. 
 
 

mailto:charlotte@plymouthartscentre.org
http://www.meganbroadmeadow.com/
http://www.plymouthartscentre.org/
https://twitter.com/PlymArtsCentre

